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2025-2027 Budget Action Toolkit: Resources & Actions

Budget action starts with you! As you meet and chat with members of your own
community — caregivers, educators, fellow advocates, and more — be ready to explain
what's at stake for kids and public schools in the budget. Then, invite them into the budget
action movement so they're ready to take action, too!

Toolkit - link to this document
Budget HQ: https:/www.wisconsinnetwork.org/budget
o Budget priorities handout / printable
o Calendar of Wisconsin Public Education Network events
Presentation materials:
o Short slideshow (4 SIMPLE slides for short presentations)
o Longer slideshow (email hdb@WisconsinNetwork.org for access and
customization)
SHAREABLE links (email/Zoom meeting chats/etc): Put these two sentences in the
chat of your Zooms, signature line, etc!
o Learn about the state budget process, what it means for W1 kids & public
schools, and how to take action! www.\WisconsinNetwork.org/budget
o Sign & share the petition to close the funding gap for Wisconsin students! This
petition calls for 90% reimbursement for Special Education!
https://secure.everyaction.com/9boTylpickCnZOH|QXD2\Ww?2
Testimony Tracker from the 2025 Joint Finance Hearings (2023 tracker here)
Members of the Joint Committee of Finance (with copy/pastable emails).
Find your lawmakers here.
Schedule of listening sessions for all legislators (thanks, WECAN!)
Video, two minutes of testimony: Dena Walcsiak testimony from Day of Action
Crafting your testimony worksheet, pro-tips and more!

BE A VOICE FOR WISCONSIN STUDENTS
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FREE! VIRTUAL! OPEN TO ALL! 3/18 Budget Action workshop
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WORKSHOP Budget Action Workshop featuring Brian Pahnke
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THE GAPS FOR WISCONSIN STUDENTS!
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Wisconsin Public Education Network is a nonpartisan grassroots coalition supporting strong public schools that provide equal

opportunity for all students to thrive.The Network is a project of the Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools (WAES), a 501(c)(3)

nonprofit organization. Contributions may be made online or sent to: 1502 W. Broadway, Suite 102, Madison, W 53713.
WisconsinNetwork.org.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c226RHc4GlrJaWIhlqjb7ncwib9UIZBwoupp02aUexw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wisconsinnetwork.org/budget
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R1RH0xsvkdzFqsKUtNAj9W3BjFh3ZCtA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wisconsinnetwork.org/calendar
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_VNru4qw6ebstMqLbfUa9xxuy59IZCdh0ouy7sd_vUc/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:hdb@WisconsinNetwork.org
http://www.wisconsinnetwork.org/budget
https://secure.everyaction.com/9b0TylpickCnZOHjQXD2Ww2
https://secure.everyaction.com/9b0TylpickCnZOHjQXD2Ww2
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nGEAI-QqOiwqod-ZCPpBvvTf1-ArIOv5x3f2xAJDWaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11Tzxx87236W97dvYUxE3AYqFqs3Pyu7jYuoHB0eBW_g/edit?usp=sharing
https://maps.legis.wisconsin.gov/?lat=&lon=&address=
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Q5yXgZNBBUVxZy-LtrRUoieT0yjBrZ3i/edit?gid=1735248273#gid=1735248273
https://www.facebook.com/WisconsinNetwork/videos/1824656205135015
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PZr1kVxmWXDBp_zQ8VBLK9luW70TntNVk93kcPIy3GI/edit?usp=sharing
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/HhXoSELvsWAPmhID-XS8gEvaDoegk5yoa192wU7Xa76n9-Qzbiq2TrqZ8us5t83H.BJqe3IhPF4zxLgi2?startTime=1742340624000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1MOnEHnjNJ33E21k0T5ZFhFLbAZYc0l0qpDiqj9RBzws/edit#slide=id.g34192ce3b07_1_33
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c226RHc4GlrJaWIhlqjb7ncwib9UIZBwoupp02aUexw/edit?usp=sharing
https://secure.everyaction.com/0QcguEEc90iIUoh3BS14Nw2
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BE A VOICE FOR WISCONSIN STUDENTS
JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE

PUBLIC HEARINGS

ON THE 2025-2027 BIENNIAL BUDGET
APRIL 2 KRAUKAUNA HIGH SCHOOL
APRIL 4 STATE FAIR PARK, WEST ALLIS
APRIL 28 HAYWARD HIGH SCHOOL
APRIL 29 WAUSAU, NORTHCENTRAL
TECHNICAL COLLEGE

DEMAND AND DELIVER A
BUDGET THAT WORKS FOR

Jolnt Commntee on Finance

WISCONSIN PUBLIC EDUCATION NETW C9RK

PUBLIC EDUCATION CHAMPIONS TAKING ACTION TO PUT STUDENTS FIRST IN THE
2025-2027 WISCONSIN STATE BUDGET!

Wisconsin currently reimburses only 29% of special
DID education costs for public schools, but 100% of costs
YOU for 99.6% of the students receiving special needs
KNOwW? Vouchers at private schools, which are not required to
° meet the needs or protect the rights of students with
disabilities.

Public schools spent in 2023-2024 on unreimbursed costs.

SIGN THE PETITION:
CLOSE THE

SPECIAL
EDUCATION

It's time to hold Wisconsin accountable to
STOP funding discrimination and demand
ALL public school students have the
:esources they need to thrive.

WISCONSIN

ENEHS
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Wisconsin Public Education Network is a nonpartlsan grassroots coalition supporting strong public schools that provide equal
opportunity for all students to thrive.The Network is a project of the Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools (WAES), a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. Contributions may be made online or sent to: 1502 \W. Broadway, Suite 102, Madison, WI| 53713.
WisconsinNetwork.org.


https://secure.everyaction.com/0QcguEEc90iIUoh3BS14Nw2
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Legislative Advocacy/ Testimony Tools

You have a finite amount of time to deliver an official testimony, but you have unlimited
time to amplify your message, build a productive relationship with your lawmaker, and
grow your movement of public school champions.

Some of the ways you can reach lawmakers include:

e Testimony (written or in person)

o Office visits

e Direct communication

e Town halls/forums

e Invite them to meet you where you are - and visit local schools!
Further resources on legislative advocacy and testimony:

e 2025 Legislative Advocacy Tips document

e | cqislative Advocacy Scenario Activity — with sample group notes for facilitators

e Joint Finance Committee Testimony (example: Deb, 2019)

e 2021 written and video testimony from Network Partners, plus tutorials and testimony
trackers.

Wisconsin Public Education Network is a nonpartisan grassroots coalition supporting strong public schools that provide equal
opportunity for all students to thrive The Network is a project of the Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools (WAES), a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. Contributions may be made online or sent to: 1502 \W. Broadway, Suite 102, Madison, W 53713.
WisconsinNetwork.org.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j3EAuHutLiJ7rwrktIat7o-QEkmrvM8b/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113536477570036701560&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-se64U2y4NQnMnfCbQO-GsnSeBXfXlo0Kov3er8jjDM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/WisconsinNetwork/posts/pfbid02DaCGCiCZcv3Mq26hc5hSzs29NfP49KGnAw5dsTVnB8fYe6hovMLs4rAwbkMRA5C3l
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Cd8DAlovvnJ-jCtsy2DyGxGt45gD3Lwv?usp=share_link
https://secure.everyaction.com/0QcguEEc90iIUoh3BS14Nw2
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WISCONSIN PUBLIC EDUCATION NETW(bRK
CONNECT with TEAM PUBLIC

NORTHWEST

CHRIS
ST AT EWI DE ¥ @WisconsinNetwork
ORGANIZING & NORTHEAST
COMMUNICATIONS DENISE
TESSA @WisconsinNetwork
@WisconsinNetwork
SOUTHEAST
JENNI
@WisconsinNetwork
F¥ EXEc‘l‘:ITE'XFrE"gscmR LEGISLATIVE
HDB - h POLICY LEAD
@WisconsinNetwork BRYN

Partners@WisconsinNetwork

www.WisconsinNetwork.orq
facebook.com/WisconsinNetwork

Wisconsin Public Education Network is a nonpartisan grassroots coalition supporting strong public schools that provide equal
opportunity for all students to thrive.The Network is a project of the Wisconsin Alliance for Excellent Schools (WAES), a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. Contributions may be made online or sent to: 1502 \W. Broadway, Suite 102, Madison, WI| 53713.
WisconsinNetwork.org.
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